GRACE ARTICLES 


‘“‘Brethren, farewell...” 
“Finally, brethren, farewell...” 
(2 Corinthians 13:11) 


T O fare well, spiritually understood, is to have everything that God 
can make us happy in. All God’s people will eventually fare well. 
They all stand complete in Christ: nothing can touch their eternal safety; 
for they are all complete in Him, “without spot, or blemish, or any such 
thing.” In this point of view, they must all in the end and for ever fare well. 


But when we come to the matter of experience, we often find that those 
very times when God’s people think they are faring ill, are the seasons 
when they are really faring well; and again, at other times, when they 
think they are faring well, then they are really faring ill. For instance, 
when their souls are bowed down with trouble, it often seems to them 
that they are faring ill. God’s hand appears to be gone out against them: 
He has hidden His face from them; they can find no access to a throne of 
grace; they have no sweet testimonies from the Lord that the path in 
which He is leading them is one of His choosing, and that all things will 
end well with them. This they think is indeed faring ill, and yet perhaps 
they never fare better than when under these circumstances of trouble, 
sorrow, and affliction. These things wean them from the world. If their 
heart and affections were going out after idols, [those very troubles] 
instrumentally bring them back. If they were hewing out broken cisterns, 
they dash them all to pieces, If they were setting up, and bowing down to 
idols in the chambers of imagery, affliction and trouble smite them to 
pieces before their eyes, take away their gods, and leave them no refuge 
but the Lord God of hosts. If you can only look back, you will see that 
your greatest sweets have often sprung out of your greatest bitters, and 
the greatest blessings have flowed from the greatest miseries, and what 
at the time you thought your greatest sorrows: you will find that the 
brightest light has sprung up in the blackest darkness, and that the Lord 
never made Himself so precious as at the time when you were sunk 
lowest, so as to be without human help, wisdom, or strength. So that 
when a child of God thinks he is faring very ill, because burdened with 
sorrows, temptations, and afflictions, he is never faring so well. The 
darkest clouds in due time will break, the most puzzling enigmas will 
sooner or later be unriddled by the blessed Spirit interpreting them, and 
the darkest providences cleared up; and we shall see that God is in them 
all, leading and guiding us “...by the right way, that we may go to a city 
of habitation” (Psalm 107:7). [Amen!] — J.C. Philpot 
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Listen to the words of our blessed Redeemer; “the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matthew 
20:28, Mark 10:45, Isaiah 53:11). Professing believer, let me ask you a simple 
question, ‘For whom did Christ die? A few? everyone? many?’ Our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST declares “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: And 
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.” Beloved child of God, any one who believes, teaches, or 
preaches that the Christ of God died for everyone has neither repentance toward God, 
nor faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ; and has not bowed or submitted to “Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood.” (Revelation 1:5). Our LORD, 
the JESUS CHRIST according to the scriptures, declares “Ifa man love Me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our 
abode with him—|[but] he that loveth Me not keepeth not My sayings: and the word 
which ye hear is not Mine, but the Father’s which sent Me” (John 14:23).—Professing 
believer, “Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He 
be angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in Him.” Amen! — JOM 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Tyler Richards, April 23rd 
Alyson Murphy, April 25th 
Chyles Courtney, April 29th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 
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THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 


“|. this is His name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 


(Jeremiah 23:6) 


HAT a sweet view does this give of Jesus! We look sometimes at 

Christ’s righteousness as distinct from Christ. Shall I use a figure? We 
look at the garment as distinct from the maker and wearer of the garment. We 
look at the righteousness so much, that we scarcely look at Him who wrought 
out that righteousness. Now, we must not separate Jesus from His 
righteousness. We must not look merely at the garment, the imputed robe, and 
forget Him that wrought it out, that puts it on, and that keeps it to this day in 
firm possession. But when we can see, that not only the obedience of Christ, 
but Christ Himself—all that Jesus is—all that Jesus has, as head of His church, 
as the risen Mediator, as the great High Priest over the house of God—when 
we can see that this God-man, Immanuel, is made unto His people 
righteousness, how it expands the prospect! Then we look, not merely at the 
robe itself, beautiful, comely, and glorious; we look farther—we look at Him 
that made it. We do not look merely at the robe as distinct from Him. We look 
at Him who made that robe what it is—Jesus, who ever lives at the right hand 
of the Father to make intercession for us. This, to my mind, is a sweet view. If I 
sink down into creature sinfulness, shame, and guilt, and see Jesus made of 
God unto me righteousness, what need I more? Has God made Him so? Who 
can unmake Him so? Has God made the Son of His love righteousness to my 
soul, that I may stand in Him without spot, speck, or blemish? Who is to alter 
it? Can sin alter it? That is atoned for. Can the devil alter it? He is chained 
down unto the judgment of the great day. Can the world alter it? They cannot 
stretch forth their finger to touch one thread of that robe, to touch one 
lineament of the Redeemer’s countenance. If He is made unto me 
righteousness, what more do I want? If I can find a shield, a shelter, and a 
refuge in Him as my righteousness, what more can I want to preserve me from 
the charge of men or devils? [Amen!] — J.C. Philpot 


~ 


“Beloved, faith is the gift of God—and we only find ourselves 
believing on His Son, through His grace; ‘For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 

works, lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them’ (Ephesians 2:8-10).” 


